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Emergency Nursing

Why choose the
University of Sydney?

The University of Sydney was
founded in 2850 as the first university
in Australia. For over 150 years we
have maintained a national and
international reputation for academic
excellence. Today our reputation

for quality courses and innovative
research is stronger than ever.

The Faculty of Nursing and
Midwifery

The Faculty offers excellent
opportunities for postgraduate
students. It has a strong commitment
to teaching and research in many
aspects of nursing and its practice.

The Faculty’s degrees are highly
regarded. They prepare nurses for
leadership in research, teaching,
clinical practice and administration.

Emergency Nursing - providing
sophisticated, acute and complex
care

Emergency nursing is an exciting
specialty area of nursing practice which
requires the application of advanced
knowledge and skills to a challenging
group of patients.

Inthe emergency nursing environment,
registered nurses are expected to
provide sophisticated care to a diverse
group of patients who are experiencing
acute and sometimes life-threatening
conditions.

By studying emergency nursing at the
Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery you
will learn how to deliver care to these
patients.

The acuity of patients, complexity

of care and degree of technological
interventions used are varied. You will
learn to anticipate and prioritise patient
care, provide accurate assessment,
intervention and effective ongoing
management, often in a busy,
autonomous and stressful environment.

Our Emergency Nursing specialty course
is intended to assist registered nurses
working in this area to become clinical
leaders. Individual clinical experience

is integrated with relevant evidence to
produce information that can be used

to inform the clinical practice of others.
Students also develop proficiency in
emergency patient assessment and
management.

Course Overview

This course is designed for registered
nurses currently working in the
emergency environment. Itis
recommended that you have some
experience in emergency nursing before
studying at a postgraduate level.

The Emergency Nursing coursework
program is offered at the Graduate
Certificate and Masters level.

Master of Emergency Nursing
Credit points 60 credit points

Units of study 9 units
Full-time enrolment 1% years
Part-time enrolment 2V years
Intake March
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Credit points 24 credit points

Units of study 4 units
Part-time enrolment  1year
Intake March

All units offered by the Faculty of
Nursing and Midwifery for Emergency
Nursing (excluding the Capstone) have
up to five study days. Students have the
opportunity to undertake flexible and
independent study that is supported by
the University of Sydney’s eLearning
platform.



Contact
Dr Andrea Marshall

Course Coordinator - Emergency
Nursing

Phone: 61 2 9351 0638
Email: a.marshall@usyd.edu.au

Nursing Student Services
Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Sydney

88 Mallett Street

Camperdown NSW 2050
AUSTRALIA

Phone: 61 2 9351 0693

Fax: 6129351 0508

Email: info@nursing.usyd.edu.au
Web: www.nursing.usyd.edu.au

How to apply

Graduate Capabilities

Graduates from this course will be
recognised as having advanced knowledge
relevant to emergency nursing.

While developing discipline-specific
knowledge and skills, graduate certificate
students will develop the skills required to
explore the complexity of and uncertainty
in practice and build a capacity for practice
thinking. This will enable them to become
highly knowledgeable and skilled in this
specialty area.

Students studying at a Masters level will
develop an advanced capacity for clinical
judgement through engagement with the
ambiguities and complexities of practice
and discipline knowledge. Masters students
will be able to perform as autonomous
learners capable of integrating prior learning
while exploring professional contexts and
the socio-political climate.

What will you study?

There are four specialty-specific units

of study within the emergency nursing
courses. All students studying emergency
nursing will complete:

e fFoundations of Clinical Practice:
explores alterations to physiological
processes and the associated patient
assessment and management.
Acquisition and interpretation of
clinical assessment data will be
applied to and interpreted within
specific clinical presentations.

e Emergency Nursing: explores the
practice of emergency nursing which

For local students, application is by
direct entry to the Faculty of Nursing
and Midwifery. Application forms are
available from the Faculty website:
www.nursing.usyd.edu.au

For international students, application
is made through the International
Office: www.usyd.edu.au/
international

Application closing date is 1
December. Late applications will be
considered.

CRICOS Provider No.00026A

is characterised by a diversity of
clinical presentations, from those
requiring minimal care to those with
complex or life-threatening clinical
presentations or injury. This variation
in clinical presentation requires
emergency nurses to have a strong
foundation in patient assessment and
associated physiological knowledge —
both of which are key components of
this unit of study.

e Complexities of Critical lllness and
Injury: examines the critical illness/
injury trajectory from physiological
and psychosocial perspectives.

An evidence-based approach to
patient management focuses on
collaborative decision-making and
how it informs patient care. Through
clinical assessments students will
consolidate theoretical underpinnings
of their practice and demonstrate

the requisite knowledge, skills

and attributes required to care for
critically ill or injured patients.

Students studying at a Masters level will
also complete:

e Expanding practice in the ICU and ED:
explores ways in which government
and professional bodies provide
information to support decision
making about providing care to
critically ill and injured patients.
Students are encouraged to broaden
their knowledge of intensive care
and/or emergency nursing practice
and will have the opportunity to
develop an indepth understanding of
a specific practice issue.

Capstone

Students will complete either a work
based project or thesis in order to
complete the Masters degree.

Who should apply?

Nurses must be currently working in
emergency nursing and have support
from their supervisor or Nursing Unit
Manager (NUM) to undertake the clinical
assessment component of the course.

Recognition for previous study
Registered nurses who have completed
graduate studies may apply for prior
recognition towards the Masters degree.
Credit towards the course is determined
on an individual basis.

Fees

The Graduate Certificate is a
Commonwealth supported course. The
Masters is a full fee-paying course. For
further information about fees go to:
www.nursing.usyd.edu.au



