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The Nurse Practitioner role is a rapidly 
developing role in the Australian health 
care sytem. It was first introduced in 
New South Wales in 1998. 
The Nurse Practitioner (NP) is defined 
by the Australian Nursing and Midwifery 
Council as, “a registered nurse 
educated and authorised to function 
autonomously and collaboratively in an 
advanced and extended clinical role....
The nurse practitioner role is grounded 
in the nursing profession’s values, 
knowledge, theories and practise and 
provides innovative and flexible health 
care delivery that complements other 
health care providers. The scope of 
practice of the nurse practitioner is 
determined by the context in which 
the nurse practitioner is authorised to 
practise.”
Studying to become a Nurse Practitioner 
at the University of Sydney meets the 
needs of extended practice nurses 
from a range of health care settings to 
develop capability to fulfill the nurse 
practitioner role. 
Students will develop the knowledge, 
skills and attributes required to develop 
initiatives in health care and make a 
substantial contribution to future health 
care directions.

Course Overview
This course is designed for registered 
nurses who have a minimum of three 
years’ experience, one year of which is 
full-time (or equivalent) experience at 
an advanced practice* level in a relevant 
area of clinical practice.  

The  Nurse Practitioner program is 
offered at the Masters level.

Master of Nursing (Nurse 
Practitioner) 
Credit points 	            36 credit points
Units of study	            5 units
Full-time enrolment       1 ½ years
Part-time enrolment      2 ½ years
Intake		             March
All units (excluding the Capstone) 
offered by the Faculty of Nursing and 
Midwifery for the Master of Nursing 
(Nurse Practitioner) have up to five study 
days.  The Capstone gives students the 
opportunity to undertake flexible and 
independent study while concurrently 
undertaking a period of partnered 
clinical practice with their clinical 
supervisor.

* Advanced practice is defined by the Nurses and 
Midwives Board (2006) as “nursing or midwifery 
practice that incorporates an ability to provide 
care to a range of clients who require nursing or 
midwifery care at a level which demands:
•	 a repetoire of therapeutic responses;
•	 insightful, sophisticated clinical judgements;
•	 clinical decision making justified by the 

application of advanced knowledge.

Why choose the 			 
University of Sydney?
The University of Sydney was 
founded in 1850 as the first university 
in Australia. For over 150 years we 
have maintained a national and 
international reputation for academic 
excellence. Today our reputation 
for quality courses and innovative 
research is stronger than ever.

The Faculty of Nursing and 
Midwifery
The Faculty offers excellent 
opportunities for postgraduate 
students. It has a strong commitment 
to teaching and research in many 
aspects of nursing and its practice. 
The Faculty’s degrees are highly 
regarded. They prepare nurses for 
leadership in research, teaching, 
clinical practice and administration. 
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Graduate Capabilities
Graduates from this course will be 
recognised as having advanced knowledge 
relevant to the nurse practitioner 
application. 
Students will develop their capability to 
practice according to the Australian Nursing 
and Midwifery Council (2006) Competency 
Standards for the Nurse Practitioner.
Students will be able to perform as 
autonomous learners capable of integrating 
prior learning while demonstrating their 
competence in a variety of extended 
practice roles.

What will you study?
There are five specialty-specific units 
of study within the Nurse Practitioner 
course (subject to Nurse and Midwives 
Board NSW approval). All students will 
complete:
•	 Research in nursing and health care: 

examines and critiques established 
and emerging ways of researching 
nursing and health care through 
discussion of the philosophical and 
theoretical origins of the research 
traditions and knowledge generation 
in nursing research. This unit explores 
research questions, selection of 
research designs, governance of 
research and research utilisation in 
the clinical setting. 

•	 Strengthening nursing leadership: 
explores a range of issues for 
clinicians including their legal and 
ethical obligations, concepts of 
accountability and collegiality, and 
strategies to increase resilience and 
emotional intelligence. This unit 
equips nurses to take initiative, create 
supportive and sustaining clinical 
environments, have the courage 
of conviction and celebrate their 
curiosity.

•	 Pathophysiology of Disease and 
illness: focuses on pathophysiological 
concepts and processes related to 
the human response to disease and 
illness. This unit provides students 
with the opportunity to apply 

research findings to gain a deeper 
understanding of patient assessment 
findings. Students will develop a 
knowledge base to improve clinical 
judgments and decision-making in 
the management of patients with 
complex changes in health status.

•	 Quality use of medicines in nursing: 
develops students’ skills related to 
management options, considering 
the risk benefit to the consumer, 
choosing suitable medicines if a 
medicine is considered necessary 
and using medicines safely and 
effectively. The regulatory framework 
associated with medication 
management is explored. This unit 
focuses on clinical pharmacological 
therapies relevant to the students’ 
specialist area of practice as advanced 
practitioners.

•	 Capstone (Professional Practice): 
This unit of study will assist students 
to extend their development of 
advanced and extended nursing 
practice within their specialty and 
develop a professional portfolio 
demonstrating their capability to 
practice as a Nurse Practitioner.

Who should apply?
Registered nurses who have a Graduate 
Certificiate and a minimum of three years’ 
experience (one year at an advanced 
practice level  in a relevant area of 
clinical practice). Students must also 
have an approved clinical supervisor 
(senior clinician) to oversee the clinical 
assessment component of the course.

Fees
The Master of Nursing (Nurse 
Practitioner) is a full fee-paying course.  
For further information about fees go to: 
www.nursing.usyd.edu.au

Contact
Dr Tom Buckley
Course Coordinator - Nurse 
Practitioner
Phone: 61 2 9114 4043
Email: t.buckley@usyd.edu.au 

Nursing Student Services
Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Sydney
88 Mallett Street
Camperdown NSW 2050
AUSTRALIA

Phone: 61 2 9351 0693
Fax: 61 2 9351 0508
Email: info@nursing.usyd.edu.au
Web: www.nursing.usyd.edu.au

How to apply
For local students, application is by 
direct entry to the Faculty of Nursing 
and Midwifery.  Application forms are 
available from the Faculty website:  
www.nursing.usyd.edu.au

For international students, application 
is made through the International 
Office: www.usyd.edu.au/
international

Application closing date is 
1 December. Late applications will be 
considered.
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